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JAMES  RUSSELL  was  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Christina  (An¬ 
derson)  Russell,  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  in  June  1815 
During  the  Summer  of  1840  the  family  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  locating  first  at  McAlla  City  in  Clifford  Township, 
Susquehanna  County,  Pa.  Within  seven  weeks  after  their  arrival 
in  this  country  the  father  died,  and  the  eldest  son  was  called 
upon  to  take  his  place  as  manager  of  the  family  affairs.  In 
the  Spring  of  1841  the  family  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  partly 
cleared,  near  Crystal  Lake,  in  the  Township  of  Fell,  where  the 
family  home  was  erected  and  maintained  until  the  death  of  the 
widowed  mother,  in  March  1861.  In  the  year  1847  James  Russell 
purchased  the  farm  property  that  still  bears  his  name,  and  the 
first  day  of  January,  1851,  witnessed  his  marriage  to  Margaret 
Locke  of  Carbondale.  Ten  children  were  born  to  them,  six 
daughters  and  four  sons,  of  whom  three  sons,  James  A.,  ex-mayor 
of  the  city  of  Carbondale;  George  M. ,  William  A.,  and  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Jones,  Jeanette  L. ,  and  Jennie  M.  are 
still  living. 


Few  men  have  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  their  fellowmen  in 
such  an  eminent . degree  as  James  Russell  did  during  his  lifetime. 

'  e  se^ved  the  district  in  which  he  lived  continuously  from  1849 
as  school  director  and  treasurer  of  the  township.  He  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1851  and  re¬ 
elected  at  the  expiration  of  each  term,  without  opposition.  He 
served  three  terms  as  supervisor  of  the  township  and  was  an 
ardent  advocate  of  good  roads  and  public  improvements  generally 
He  was  a  thorough-going  business  man,  methodical,  tireless  and 
scrupulously  honest  in  all  his  dealings.  With  him  public  office 
was  accepted  with  all  its  responsibilities;  he  never  shirked 
a  duty ,  nor  feared  public  criticism.  He  believed  in  doing  right, 
and  did  it.  He  was  always  a  busy  man,  and  managed  to  accomplish 
by  methodical  work  what  would  have  been  impossible  without 
systematic  planning.  He  was  a  scientific  farmer,  and  his  lands 
were  tilled  to  secure  the  largest  and  best  crops.  His  farm 
stock  was  kept  up  to  a  high  standard.  He  was  progressive  and 
secured  at  once  the  labor-saving  implements  of  agriculture,  for 
he  was  always  of  the  opinion  that  the  best  of  everything  was 
none  too  good,  to  help  lighten  man's  burdens. 

Mr.  Russell  was  public-spirited,  generous,  always  ready  to 
assist  those  in  need,  and  that  promptly.  In  politics  he  was 
an  ardent,  old-school  Democrat;  his  patriotism  was  never  questioned 
and  m  the ^public  campaigns  he  took  an  active  part.  He  was  enter¬ 
prising  and  his  efforts  were  not  confined  to  agricultural  pursuits. 


